
LONDON

THE upper house of  Britain’s 
Parliament has urged the Con-
servative government not to 
ratify a migration treaty with 
Rwanda. It’s a largely symbol-
ic move, but signals more op-
position to come for the stalled 
and contentious plan to send 
some asylum-seekers on a one-
way trip to the African 
nation.

The House of  Lords voted by 
214 to 171 on Monday evening 
to delay the treaty that paves 
the way for the deportation 
plan. The treaty and an accom-
panying bill are the pillars of  
PM Rishi Sunak’s bid to over-
come a block on the deporta-
tions by the UK Supreme 
Court.

Members of  the Lords, who 
are appointed rather than 
elected, backed a motion 
saying Parliament should 
not ratify the pact until 
ministers can show 
Rwanda is safe.

John Kerr, a former 
diplomat who sits in 
the Lords, said the 
Rwanda plan was 

“incompatible with our re-
sponsibilities” under interna-
tional human rights law. “The 
considerations of  internation-
al law and national reputation 
... convince me that it wouldn’t 
be right to ratify this treaty at 
any time,” he said.

The vote has little practical 
impact, because the House of  
Lords can’t block an interna-
tional treaty, and the govern-
ment says it will not delay. 
However, ignoring the demand 
could later be used against the 
government in a legal chal-
lenge. The Lords will begin de-
bating the bill next week. Ulti-
mately, the upper house can 
delay and amend legislation 
but can’t overrule the elected 
Commons.

The Rwanda policy is key to 
Sunak’s pledge to “stop the 
boats” bringing unauthorised 

migrants to the UK across 
the English Channel 
from France. Sunak ar-
gues that deporting un-
authorised asylum-
seekers will  deter 

p e o p l e  f r o m 
making risky 

journeys. 
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Al-Qaida-linked al-Shabab militants killed in 
airstrikes in Somalia carried out by the US
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Rishi Sunak’s Rwanda bill 
suffers a blow in Upper House

TREATY DELAY

With no money for 
Ukraine, US hosts 
meeting of 50 allies
WASHINGTON

FOR the first time since Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin established the international 
group to support Ukraine in April 2022, the 
United States is hosting the monthly gather-
ing of  about 50 countries out of  money, unable 
to send the ammunition and missiles that 
Ukraine needs to fend off  Russia’s invasion.

While waiting for Congress to pass a budget 
and potentially approve more money for 
Ukraine’s fight, the US will be looking to allies 
to keep bridging the gap. “I urge this group to 
dig deep to provide Ukraine with more lifesav-
ing ground-based air defence systems and in-
terceptors,” Austin said in opening remarks 
broadcast from his home, where he is still re-
cuperating after prostate cancer surgery. 

The opening statement by video was the 
first public appearance from Austin, 70, who 
appeared slightly gaunt. Austin was hospital-
ised for two weeks after complications from 
the surgery. 

“Even though we aren’t able to provide our 
security assistance right now, our partners 
are continuing to do that,” deputy Pentagon 
press secretary Sabrina Singh said.

Additional air defence systems and muni-
tions for them remain a top need of  Ukraine, 
Singh added.

The Pentagon announced its last security 
assistance for Ukraine on December 27, a $250 
million package that included 155 mm rounds, 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and other high-
demand items drawn from existing US stock-
piles. The US and approximately 30 interna-
tional partners are also continuing to train 
Ukrainian forces, and to date, have trained a 
total of  1,18,000 Ukrainians at locations 
around the world, said Col. Marty O’Donnell, 
spokesman for US Army Europe and Africa.

The United States has trained approximate-
ly 18,000 of  those fighters, including approxi-
mately 16,300 soldiers in Germany. About 
1,500 additional fighters are currently going 
through training. AP

Russia 
strikes 
three cities 
in Ukraine, 
seven 
killed
Kyiv: Russian 
missiles struck 
three Ukrainian 
cities—Kyiv, 
Kharkiv and 
Pavlohrad on 
Tuesday, killing 
at least seven 
persons and 
wrecking 
apartment 
buildings. The 
barrage 
included more
than 40 
ballistic, cruise, 
anti-aircraft 
and guided 
missiles, 
officials said. 
Ukraine’s air 
force said it 
intercepted 21 
of them. In 
Kharkiv, the 
onslaught 
killed six and 
injured 48, 
including four 
minors. Russia 
used S-300, 
Kh-32 and 
hypersonic 
Iskander 
missiles. At 
least 20 people 
in four districts 
of Kyiv were 
injured.

Turkish House debates Sweden’s NATO bid
Ankara: Turkey’s parliament on Tuesday opened a 
debate on Sweden’s membership of NATO after more 
than a year of delays that frayed ties with Western 
allies. Lawmakers were expected to overwhelmingly 
approve the Nordic nation’s bid to become the 32nd 
member of the alliance after it won the public backing 
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. A ratification vote 
by the full house was expected later on  Tuesday.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

GAZA STRIP

ISRAEL said on Tuesday 24 sol-
diers were killed in the biggest 
single-day losses since the start 
of  its ground war in Gaza.

Twenty-four soldiers were 
killed on Monday, with the 
army saying 21 of  them were 
reservists slain when rocket-
propelled grenade fire hit a 
tank and two buildings they 
were trying to blow up.

Israeli reservists were pre-
paring explosives on Monday to 
demolish two buildings near 
the built-up Maghazi refugee 
camp as well as the Israeli bor-
der when a militant fired a 
rocket-propelled grenade at a 
tank nearby. The blast triggered 
the explosives, causing both 
two-story buildings to collapse 
on the soldiers.

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said an investiga-
tion was launched into the “dis-
aster” and that Israel “must 

learn the necessary lessons.” 
He vowed to press ahead until 
“absolute victory,” even as Is-

raelis are divided over whether 
it’s possible to crush Hamas 
and free scores of  captives. 

Hours later, the Israeli mili-
tary announced that ground 
forces had encircled the south-

ern city of  Khan Younis, Gaza’s 
second largest. That marked a 
major advance, but it was un-
clear how much closer it would 
bring Israel to defeating Hamas 
or freeing Israeli hostages, as 
ceasefire talks appear to be 
gathering pace.

The Palestinian Red Crescent 
said Israeli forces had hit its 
headquarters in Khan Younis 
“resulting in injuries among 
internally displaced individu-
als who sought safety on our 
premises.”

Netanyahu acknowledged on 
social media that it was “one of  
the hardest days” of  the war. 
“We are in the middle of  a war 
that is more than justified...We 
are making big achievements, 
like the encircling of  Khan 
Younis, and there are also very 
heavy losses,” he later said.

Defence Minister Yoav Gal-
lant said the “deaths of  24 of  
our fighters, our best sons... is 
a heavy blow.” Agencies

ISRAEL LOSES 24 SOLDIERS IN DEADLIEST DAY OF GAZA WAR
In major advance, military says they have encircled Khan Younis, Gaza’s second largest city 

Israeli  soldiers carry the flag-draped casket of a reservist during his funeral at Mt. 
Herzl military cemetery in Jerusalem, Israel on Tuesday |  AP

Famine risk increasing  
in Gaza, says UN
Geneva: The population of the 
Gaza Strip faces an increasing risk 
of famine as the Israel-Hamas 
war drags on, the UN’s World 
Food Programme (WFP) warned 
on Tuesday. “The situation in 
Gaza is of course slipping every 
day into a much more 
catastrophic situation,” with “a 
looming threat of famine,” Abeer 
Etefa, the WFP’s senior Middle 
East spokeswoman said. A study 
conducted between November 24 
and December 7 found that all 2.2 
million people in the Palestinian 
territory were in a crisis level of 
food insecurity. “More than half a 
million people in Gaza are facing 
catastrophic food insecurity levels 
and the risk of famine increases 
each day,” Etefa said.

US, UK hits underground 
storage locations of Houthis 
WASHINGTON

THE US and UK militaries 
bombed multiple targets in 
eight locations used by Houthis 
in Yemen on Monday night.

The US and UK used warship- 
and submarine-launched Tom-
ahawk missiles and fighter jets 
to take out Houthi missile stor-
age sites, drones and launchers. 
The officials said Australia, 
Bahrain, Canada and the Neth-
erlands contributed to the mis-
sion, including with intelli-
gence and surveillance.

In a joint statement, the six 
allied nations said the strikes 
specifically targeted a Houthi 
underground storage site and 
locations associated with the 
Houthis’ missile and air sur-
veillance capabilities. They 
added, “Our aim remains to de-
escalate tensions and restore 

stability in Red Sea….” UK’s 
Ministry of  Defence confirmed 
that four Royal Air Force Ty-
phoon jets struck “multiple tar-
gets at two military sites in the 
vicinity of  Sanaa airfield” with 
precision-guided bombs. The 
strikes, said Defence Secretary 
Grant Shapps, were “aimed at 
degrading Houthi capabilities” 
and would “deal another blow 
to their limited stockpiles and 
ability to threaten trade.”

One senior US military offi-
cial said strikes dropped be-
tween 25 and 30 munitions and 
hit multiple targets in each lo-
cation.The official also said 
fighter jets from the USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier 
conducted strikes, and other 
ships involved included the USS 
Gravely and USS Mason, both 
naval destroyers, and the USS 
Philippine Sea, a cruiser. AP

GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
MAHE DIVISION, MAHE

No.1-7/PW/DBM/D1/2023-24  dt.19.01.2024
PRESS NOTICE FOR e Tender

On behalf of the President of India, tenders are invited on Engineering Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) mode from the Specialized Firms/Contracting Agencies by the Executive 
Engineer, PWD, Mahe for the following work.

Sl. 
No

NIT 
No. Name of Work

Approximate 
Estimated 

Cost

Earnest 
Money 
Deposit

Eligibility of 
Contractor

Cost for 
Tender 

Schedule

Time 
allowed for 
completion

1 89/
EEM/ 
23-24

Design, Installation, 
Erection & 

Commissioning of 
Sewage Treatment 
plant (STP) of 0.50 

MLD capacity based 
on SBR technology 
including operation 

and maintenance for 
5 (five) years beyond 

Defect Liability 
period of 2 (two) year 

at Rs.No.133/1 in 
Mahe 4th Call.

Rs.
4,78,34,132 
(inclusive of 

GST)

Rs.
9,56,683

As per 
Eligibility 

and 
qualification 
requirement 

of Bidder 
specified 

in RFP 
document.

Rs.
5000/- + 
GST 5%

9 (Nine 
Months)

The detailed procedure is available in the Press notice which can be downloaded along with the 
NIT from the website www.pudutenders.gov.in only by those eligible Tenderer who are having 
valid ikey and Digital Signature Certificate.

i) Availability of NIT : From 10.00 A.M. on 22.01.2024 to 3.30 P.M. on 12.02.2024
ii) Closing time for submission of e-tender : 12.02.2024 - 4.00 P.M.
iii) Date & time of opening of e-tender : 13.02.2024 - 10.30 A.M.
Please contact e-Procurement cell, 3rd floor, Chief Secretariat, e-tender help desk for 
guidance in Phone No.0413-2220225, 0413 2220262 & 1800 8070 2232 (Toll free) mail id: 
support-cproc.pon@nic.in

For clarification regarding tender Contract Department No. -0490 2333280.
Email id: pwdmahe@gmail.com
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